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Interview: Footstepsin the sand

Some 60,000 years ago, modern humans meandered out of Africa, but the details of this migration
are murky. What routes did they take? How could they have crossed deserts and mountain ranges?
Did they leave and later return?

To find out the answers to some of these questions, last year the US National Geographic Society in
collaboration with IBM and a grant from the Waitt Family Foundation launched the global
Genographic Project — afive-year, $50 million effort to gather DNA from populations around the
world and use it to retrace patterns of prehistoric human migration. Working with ateam of
international geneticist on each continent, the goal isto collect and analyse some 100,000 samples.
One of the crucial tasksisto collect genetic data from isolated populations. .......

(From New Scientist 2006/3/25 by Gunjan Sinha, Interview: Footsteps in the sand)
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