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1. Global warming will make Earth spin faster
Of all the possible ways in which climate change could affect our planet, this
Is the most bizarre: as the oceans warm up, Earth will start rotating a wee bit
faster, reducing the length of a day. The time it takes for Earth to complete
one rotation is affected by anything that changes the distribution of the
planet's mass relative to its axis of rotation. "Think of an ice skater who is
spinning," says Felix Landerer of the Max Planck Institute for Meteorology in
Hamburg, Germany. "When you stretch your arms out you slow down, and
when you bring your arms closer to your body you spin faster." Earth, it
seems, will hug itself alittle bit tighter because of global warming. (From The

New Scientist Magazine, 07 April 2007 issue)

2. There is considerable evidence that before 2400 million years ago, oxygen
was at best a minor component of Earth's atmosphere. The subsequent onset
of "red beds' and oxidized "paleosols' and the disappearance of detrital
pyrite have been attributed to the rise of oxygen. But not all geologists accept

this evidence. It has, for example, been argued that the oxygen content was at
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least 50% of the present atmospheric concentration throughout the last 4000
million years. The recent discovery of mass-independent fractionation in the
Isotopic composition of sulfur in sedimentary iron sulfides (pyrite) and
sulfates makes a change in the oxygen content of the atmosphere between
2400 to 2100 million years ago amost inevitable. ( Wiechert, U.H. 2002,
Science, Vol. 298., p 2341)
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